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The 2010 State Meet in Palm Springs was a big success and we had a great turn out from the IOANC members with 
their Imperials. Thanks to all who braved I-5 and the LA freeways to show your Imperials and participate in the 

SCIOI planned tours and events. The road trips to and from Palm Springs were not without their challenges. We set 

up a caravan with Roger and Carol Selby, Jimmy White, and Cam and I. We enjoyed a nice cruise down I-5 with 
stops along the way and a nice picnic lunch. When we were on I-10 near Redlands, the traffic came to an abrupt 

stop. Our caravan was separated by traffic. Roger and Carol were able to get off the freeway, but  Jimmy and I were 

stuck. It took about 2 hours to go 1 ½ miles, and the overall trip took us 12 hours.  

 
Once there, we had a great time with our friends from Southern California.  We enjoyed the Palm Springs Air      

Museum, and especially enjoyed seeing John Boccardoôs fine car collection. Thanks to Mark Hampton, Nannette 

Clark and Ken Munson for making sure we all had a great time in Palm Springs. 
 

On the way out of town, we took a self guided tour of the classic 50ôs and 60ôs flat roof, contemporary style homes. 

Roger and Carol Selby and Camela and I decided to take the scenic way home via Hwy 395 north through the desert 
and along the Eastern side of the Sierra Nevada to highway 50 near Markleeville. When we left, it was close to 96 

degrees with wind warnings. We experienced sand storms blowing across the road, and high wind gusts on the way 

to  Bridgeport where we spent the night. When we got up to take off the next  morning it was 19 degrees and Rogerôs 

battery didnôt like the cold. After a jump start for Rogerôs ó64, we headed north to Hwy 89 and Monitor Pass. The 
snow started falling before we got to the pass. Roger pressed on and we followed in our 4wd Navigator. I finally got 

past feeling guilty about taking the Navigator and not the ó55. A ways down the road, we stopped and ask a CHP 

about the road conditions on Hwy 89 at the Carson Pass.   He said chains were required on Hwy 89, but Hwy 50 at 
Echo Summit was open, and may have chain requirements soon. As we arrived at the base of Echo Summit, they 

were setting up chain controls. Again Roger pressed on, and we made it home. 

 

Roger and Carol Selby heading home  
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In the Fall of 1954, my father, John B. Landsberger, bought a new 1955 Imperial from the Bismarck, North Dakota Chrysler        

dealership.  Corwin-Churchill was so proud of their sales to the family that they had them bring their cars into their showroom, 

shined them, and hired a local photographer to come in and photograph the group.  The photo appeared in our local newspaper, the         

Bismarck Tribune. (see page 4) 
 

My father drove his Imperial from 1954 until he died in 1961.  The car then passed to my mother, Elisabeth Landsberger, and       

myself.  Mother did not drive so it passed to me.  I was still living with my parents but I was not driving yet so I had to get a special 

driverôs license.  You can imagine the thrill it was for me to have my first and only car an Imperial, the top of the Chrysler line. 

 

The Imperial had about 60,000 miles when I started to drive it.  It now has a little over 200,000 miles.  I have been driving it since 

1961.  It is the only car I have ever owned.  To my knowledge it is the only 1955 Imperial in Bismarck or the area.  I get requests to 

enter car shows but I decline because I think the public sees it enough on the local streets.  Iôm fortunate that I live near the center of 

town so I can walk when the weather is bad and donôt have to take the car out.  When Iôm home, the Imperial is always in the garage.  

I donôt drive it unless the streets are dry and rain or snow is not in the forecast.  I constantly get offers to buy it. 

 

My car is a four-door sedan, black, Custom Model C69 with four-inch white-wall tires that I bought from Sears.  The motor is an 
eight-cylinder Chrysler FirePower 331 cubic-inch, and the gear shift lever is mounted on the dash which is very handy.  The        

electrical system is 6-volt positive ground.  In 1956, the Imperial switched to 12-volt negative.   In the 1970ôs, a friend  of mine   

installed an eight-track tape player below the dash with four speakers.  Because of the 6-volt system he mounted a converter under 

the hood.  The converter changed the 6-volt to 12-volt.  I was fortunate 

in finding a player that allowed it to be switched from negative to  

positive ground.  It has power steering, brakes, windows, and seats.  I 

have air-conditioning when I open the windows! The body is original 

except for the tires and windshield.  I had it repainted many years ago 

but no  major work since 1961.  

 

 Through the years, I have been lucky in finding needed replacement 
parts from around the country including New Jersey, North Carolina, 

Louisiana, Arizona and California. 

 

 

 

It is once again my pleasure and honor this issue to do a spotlight on an IOANC Member.   Albert Landsberger is  

from Bismarck, North  Dakota.  Albert took me up on the offer to share his Imperial story with the IOANC members.  

I also  received a very welcomed email from his niece Ellen, who wrote that her Uncle wanted to share a special 

Photo of his four older brothers and his Father with their new cars.  (see page 4)  I jumped at the opportunity, and 

here is the órest of Albertôs storyô in his own words.  I have been very impressed with Albert, because in the age of           

computers,  every correspondence that I have ever received from him has been meticulously TYPED on his letter-

head.  THANK YOU, Albert, for sharing the history of your beautiful ó55 Imperial and your life.  What a legacy! 
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My father and brothers were life-long farmers. My father was a pioneer in raising flax in the area.  He was known as the ñFlax King 

of North Dakota.ò  The family hometown of Hazelton, North Dakota was known as the ñFlax Capital of the Nation.ò 

 

Our family had eleven children:  six boys and five girls.  Five of the boys were farmers in the area of Hazelton, North Dakota, a 
small town of about 400 people, 50 miles south of Bismarck.  My parents helped all of my brothers to acquire their farms.  My fi ve 

sisters also received farm land. 

 

In 1945 my parents, John and Elisabeth Landsberger, moved to Bismarck along with myself and a younger sister.  I have retired after 

32 years of working in the Administration and Engineering Divisions of the Federal Bureau of Reclamation, Department of the Inte-

rior. 

 

I canôt say how much I enjoy driving the Imperial.  I never take it out unless it is shiny and clean.  I get many ñthumbs upò and end-

less compliments. 

 
 This precious family photo  is of Albertôs  

four brotherôs and their Father.   

 

5 CHRYSLERS  IN  ONE FAMILY  AT CORWIN CHURCHILL MOTORS  1956  
 

(From Left to Right is )  

 

 

Leo with his 1955 New Yorker,  

 Jerome  with his 1956 New Yorker,  

John  (father), with his 1955 Imperial  

Eugene  with his 1956 New Yorker and  

Francis  with his 1956 New Yorker.   
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The Southern California Imperial Owners Inc (SCIOI) did an INCREDIBLE job of HOSTING our 27th Annual        State-

wide Meet. The Schedule of Events was JAM PACKED.  It is always fantastic to get together.  Unfortunately, Ken and I could not 

make it, so I will try my best to share all the information with  you.  Thanks to  Marc Hampton, President of SCIOI and all the Club 

Officers who worked so hard to show us a GRAND time. Special thanks to Nannette Clark who I was on the phone with quite often. 

She helped me identify our Members in Southern California that I was not familiar. 
 

May 5 and 6  (Wednesday and Thursday) were for arriving , relaxing, and enjoying Thursdayôs activities comprising of the Follies, 

followed by enjoying a Street Fair that was happening not far from the Plaza Hotel where the Follies were held.  Palm Springs has a 

tradition in presenting the  FABULOUS Palm Springs Folliesðòa world-famous Broadway caliber celebration of the music, dance, 

and comedy of the 40ôs 50ôs and 60ôs with a cast old enough to have lived itò, according their website www.psfollies.com.  Arlene 

Hackney recalls that about 25 IOANC and SCIOI members attended the Follies.  She was       TOTALLY impressed with the show. 

She said it was ñFANTASTICò.  The youngest member of the Follies was 56 and the oldest 83 or 84 years old. They were in 

GREAT SHAPE, and did not show their age while singing, dancing,  and doing   comedy routines.  Nanette Clark shared that this 

was her THIRD Follies, and she is planning to attend next year and the year  after  because she enjoys the show soo much!  She 

loves the costumes, and she is always amazed at what the cast is able to do physically at their ages.  Every member of the Folli es  

has retired to Palm Springs.  They enjoyed a career in Music, Dancing, Comedy, and Acting.  They chose to join the Follies to    

continue their passion to entertain.  I know we can relate, as we have our passions for our  beloved Imperials.  
 

May 7 (Friday) was for coveting  the superb car collection of John Boccardo and J.R. Roberts who generously opened their car barn 

doors.  Later that afternoon, the members enjoyed the Palm Springs Air Museum, touted as the largest collection of World War II 

flying memorabilia in the nation, according to their website.  Finally on May 8 (Saturday), everyone gathered for the Grand Finale of 

our Imperial Presentations and voting.  It was a hot day, but full of camaraderie. The greatly anticipated Awards banquet that       

followed that evening.  May 9 (Sunday) was a day for having breakfast together, and getting psyched for the long trip home. 

 

I hope you enjoy viewing the sequence of events, as much as I did presenting. 
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27th Annual Statewide 

Meet 

Palm Springs (conôt) 

      How do you spell LUSCIOUS??  

1956 Crown C70 Limousine 

1960  

Desoto 1967 Chrysler 

Station wagon 

  1960 Chrysler 300F Convertible 

                       My Dream Car 

From the photoôs that I received, I wish I 

had unlimited space to share every last car 

in Johnôs and J.R.ôs Car Barn...I have 
shared a selected few, but I am sure you 

get the idea of what Lavish, and Luscious 

Beauties they shared with the members!   

Thank you John and J.R. 

Lincoln Convertible 

1958 Cadillac 

1959 Plymouth 

Members truly enjoying a 

Magnificent Car Show 
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The Palm Springs Air Museum houses 

one of the nationôs largest collection of 

World War II flying aircraft hangars.   

(L-R)  Marc Hampton, John Boccardo, Carol and Roger  Selby,  June Reinhardt, Bob Roeper, Jack Shea, Linda, DJ Quinn, Mike Hackney, Paul 

Graveline, Charlotte Hughes,  Syd Mead,  Don Austin, Brett Clifford, Susan Gutierrez, Arlene Hackney, Deb Compson, Amor and Jim Hudgins, 
Nannette Clark,  Ken Munson, Darryl Green,  Mark Johnson,  Jimmy White,  Dave and Camela Labhard 

Daryl Green and Mark Johnson  

SCIOI Members 

Lunch time 
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Placard # Year Award Name City Club 

 2008 Commemorative Presidentôs 

Cup Award 
Ken and Debbie Lang Hayward IOANC & SCIOI 

 2009 Commemorative Ken Woods Gary Chamberlain Palm Springs  

 2009 Commemorative  

Best of Show 
Ken and Debbie Lang Hayward IOANC & SCIOI 

 2010 Hard Luck Award Mike Hackney Fair Oaks IOANC & SCIOI 

 2010 Long Distance Award Roger and Carol Selby Placerville IOANC 

1 1954 1st Robert McAfee Phoenix, AZ SCIOI 

3 1956 1st J.R. Roberts & John Boccardo Palm Springs SCIOI & IOANC 

4 1956 2nd Jon & Qiang Yinger Brea SCIOI 

5 1957 1st Art and Robin Rosen Orange SCIOI  

6 1959 1st Linn Davis Riverside SCIOI & IOANC 

8 1960 1st Kent Robbins Cathedral City SCIOI 

9 1961 1st Mark Johnson Long Beach SCIOI 

7 1961 2nd Darryl Green Palm Springs SCIOI 

10 1961 3rd Ken & Dora Northup San Diego SCIOI 

11 1962 1st J.R. Roberts & John Boccardo Palm Springs SCIOI 

13 1963 1st Jimmy White Citrus Heights IOANC 

16 1963 2nd Roger Irland Phoenix, AZ SCIOI 

12 1963 3rd Debra Compson Sacramento IOANC & SCIOI 

15 1964 1st Roger and Carol Selby Placerville IOANC 

14 1964 2nd Marc Hampton Palm Springs SCIOI & IOANC 

17 1966 1st Timothy Hawkes Palm Springs SCIOI 

18 1967 1st D.J. Quinn Citrus Heights IOANC 

19 1968 1st Mike Hackney Fair Oaks IOANC & SCIOI 

20 1969 1st Bob Roeper Long Beach SCIOI 

21 1972 1st Roger Sevick & Sydney Mead Pasadena SCIOI 

23 1975 1st Richard Mayes & Bill McNamara Palm Springs SCIOI 

24 1982 1st Bruce A. & Lana Balasky Henderson, NV IOANC 

25 1983 1st Bruce A. & Lana Balasky Henderson, NV IOANC 

26 1993 1st Bruce A. & Lana Balasky Henderson, NV IOANC 

 2010 $50 Name Badge Drawing Phyllis Weis Sacramento IOANC 

 2010 Ken Woods Award D.J. Quinn Citrus Heights IOANC 

 2010 Best of Show Award Art & Robin Rosen Orange SCIOI 

 2010 Presidentôs Cup Award John Boccardo Palm Springs SCIOI 
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Mike Hackney 

 
Hard  

Luck  

Award 

Roger & Carol 
Selby 

 

Long 
Distance 

Award 

 

Robert 
McAtee 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
1st Place 

Year 

1954 

J.R. Roberts  
& 

John Boccardo 

 
1st Place 

Year 

1956 
 

Just before departure for the Palm Springs Statewide 

Meet,  Mike Hackneyôs 1968 Imperial started    
running rough and sometimes didnôt start.  The        
electronic ignition module was replaced, the car ran 
better and they hit the road for Palm Springs.    

Drinking more gas than it should, Mike and Arlene 
had to make additional fuel stops along the way.  
After arriving in Palm Springs the car persisted in 
running rough and giving trouble.  A trip was made 
to a local auto parts store to locate ñhotterò spark 
plugs.  A local mechanic in Palm Springs changed 
the plugs to get the Imperial back on the road.  He 
commented that even if they did not get the Hard 

Luck Award , they deserved a DETERMINATION  

Award!  The return trip home had  its   moments, as 
the car intermittently misbehaved.  Once home it 
was returned to the shop where the culprit all along 
was determined to be a bad coil.  The  coil was   
replaced and the car runs like a champ once again.  
True to the spirit of a Mopar, the Imperial never left 
them stranded. 
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Art and Robin 
Rosen 

Orange 

SCIOI 
1st Place 

Year 

1957 

Best in Show 

Linn Davis 
Riverside 

SCIOI & IOANC 

1st  Place 
Year 

1959 

Kent Robbins 
Cathedral City 

SCIOI 

1st Place 
Year 

1960 

 

 
Marc Johnson 

Long Beach 

SCIOI 
1st Place 

Year 

1961 
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Darryl Green 
Palm Springs 

SCIOI 

2nd Place 
Year 

1961 
 

Ken and Dora 
Northup 

San Diego 

SCIOI 
3rd Place 

Year 

1961 

J.R. Roberts  
John Boccardo 

Palm Springs 

SCIOI 

1st Place 
Year 

1962 

Presidentôs 

Cup 

 

 
Jimmy White 

Fair Oaks 

IOANC 
1st Place 

Year 

1963 
 



Volume 21, Issue 6 Volume 22, Issue 1 Volume 22, Issue 4 

Page 12 

Roger Irland 
Phoenix, Az 

SCIOI 

2nd Place 
Year 

1963 

 
 

Debra Compson 
Sacramento 

IOANC & 

SCIOI 
3rd Place 

Year 

1963 
 

Roger and 
Carol Selby 

Placerville 

IOANC 
1st Place 

Year 

1964 
 

Marc Hampton 
Palm Springs 

SCIOI & IOANC 

2nd Place 

Year 
1964 

Darryl Green   

accepting for Marc 
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Timothy Hawkes 

Palm Springs 

SCIOI 
1st Place 

Year 

1966 
 

 
D.J. Quinn 

Fair Oaks 

IOANC 
1st Place 

Year 

1967 
 

Mike Hackney 
Fair Oaks 

IOANC & SCIOI 

1st Place 
Year 

1968 

 
Bob Roeper 

Long Beach 

SCIOI 
1st Place 

Year 

1969 
 


